
May 2014

GMC Trucks 

Tonneau Covers - 
The Perfect Pickup 
Truck Accessory

100 Years of Heavy-Duty Trucks







2 New Construction Products •  May 2014

Executive and Advertising Offices
951 1st Ave. W. 

Alabaster, AL 35007
phone: 205-624-3354 fax: 205-624-3354

www.newconstructionproducts.com  
glen@tipsmag.net

 New Construction Products™ is published twelve times a 
year on a monthly basis by H&F Media Group, Inc., 951 1st Ave. W. Ala-
baster, AL 35007 USA. New Construction Products™ is distributed free 
to qualified subscribers. Non-qualified subscription rates are $57.00 per 
year in the U.S. and Canada and $84.00 per year for foreign subscribers 
(surface mail). U.S. Postage paid at Birmingham, Alabama and additional 
mailing offices.
  
 New Construction Products™ is distributed to to qualified 
owners and managers in the industrial industry. Publisher is not liable for 
all content (including editorial and illustrations provided by advertisers) 
of advertisements published and does not accept responsibility for 
any claims made against the publisher. It is the advertiser’s or agency’s 
responsibility to obtain appropriate releases on any item or individuals 
pictured in an advertisement. Reproduction of this magazine in whole or 
in part is prohibited without prior written permission from the 
publisher.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
H&F Media Group, Inc., P.O. Box 1568

Pelham, Al 35124
PRINTED IN THE USA

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
Rick Harless 

205-382-7089 
rick@handfmedia.net 

 
EDITOR/ DIGITAL DIRECTOR 

Danny Thompson
danny@handfmedia.net 

CREATIVE DIRECTOR
Jacklyn Greenhill

jacklyn@handfmedia.net

ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR 
Annie McGilvray

annie@handfmedia.net

FACILITATOR/ LEAD COORDINATOR
Steven Hobson

steven@tipsmag.net

CEO
Christy Hobson

PRESIDENT
Glen Hobson

V.P. OF SALES 
Jim Barnhill 

205-733-1343
jim@handfmedia.net

GROUP PUBLISHER
Brandon Greenhill 

205-733-4343 
brandon@tipsmag.net

Electric Radiant Floor Heating  

GMC Trucks - 100 Years of Heavy-Duty Trucks

Increase Vehicle & Asset Lifespans with GPS Tracking Software 

Tonneau Covers - The Perfect Pickup Truck Accessory

Feature STORY

4 

14 

24 

30





4 New Construction Products •  May 2014

Electric Radiant 
Floor Heating  

Opportunity Knocks
By Duane Reimer 



Expanding your scope of work is an efficient and expedient 
way to help ensure a continuous flow of income should 
your core business slow down. And, if the expansion is into 
installation of electric radiant floor heating, it’s not  
complicated.
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 Electric radiant floor heating systems are in-
creasingly popular as a way to provide either 
primary or comfortable supplemental heat to 
most any room in a home. Whether used in 
additions, renovations, or new construction, 
electric radiant floor heating systems are 
simpler for contractors to install and easier 
for homeowners to manage than ever before. 
Heating elements, delivered as wire, film, or 
embedded in a mat, are installed prior to the 
installation of a finished floor. 

While installation can be handled by any 
trained work crew, a licensed electrician is 
required to do the final hookup to the power 
source. Rather than just coming to the table 
for a small piece of the pie, why not get in 
on the action from the get-go and contract 
for the entire installation, working in concert 
with a flooring contractor who will put in the 
finished floor. 

There are two common types of systems for residential and 
light commercial radiant floor heating – hydronic, which is 
water-based and has many components, and electric, which has 
few components and no moving parts and is easier to install. 

Electric radiant heat options 

Depending upon the particular product, electric radiant heat 
systems are suitable for installation under floating wood and 
laminate flooring, glue-down wood floors and luxury vinyl tile, 
as well as under ceramic and porcelain tile, and some stone 
flooring. Electric radiant heat is particularly popular under ce-
ramic tile, which can be very cool under bare feet and conducts 
heat very well, enabling toasty toes fairly quickly. 

Easy-to-install electric radiant heat systems feature three major 
components – the heating panels, which may be a film or mat 
containing the heating elements, a floor temperature sensor 
typically installed in the floor, and a GFCI thermostat to control 
the system, installed on the wall. Each room or area is con-
trolled by its own thermostat, enabling homeowners to tightly 
control energy expenditure. Both line voltage and low voltage 
systems are widely available. 

Electric radiant floor heating systems are well suited to pro-
vide supplemental heating in small spaces such as kitchens, 
bathrooms, and entryways, or larger spaces such as rec rooms, 
dens, and home theaters, as well as in rooms not sufficiently 
heated by the existing central heating system. Unlike previous 
generations of electric radiant floor heating systems designed 
to be primary heat sources, where heat loss calculations and 
worry about the possibility of underspecifying an installation 
were important considerations, today’s systems designed to 
provide gentle supplemental heat do not carry those concerns. 

Electric radiant floor heating systems are available that feature 
a very low profile, an advantage that enables an installation to 

only minimally raises the height of the floor. 

What to look for

Some systems may be engineered specifically for a particu-
lar type of floor – e.g. floating wood, laminate or tile – and 
therefore they optimize performance of the finished floor and 
preserve the finished floor’s warranty. 

For example, MP Global Products’ Perfectly Warm Radiant 
Heat Film is a gentle electric radiant heat system designed 
specifically for dry installation under floating wood and lami-
nate floors. It also works well with floating tile systems. A low 
profile, line voltage system, it features gradual supplemental 
warmth from low wattage resistance heating of ultra-thin, 
flexible radiant heat film. Installed easily over a subfloor or over 
an acoustic/insulating underlayment as part of the overall floor 
assembly, Perfectly Warmth Radiant Heat Film uses just 6 watts 
per square foot to gently raise the temperature of the floor, 
conforming to the warranty requirements of many floating 
floors. The system, which sports an impressive 99% efficiency, 
includes temperature limiting properties so the film does not 
overheat. 

Lightweight and just 0.16” thick, Perfectly Warm Radiant Heat 
Film is easily to install without any mess, mortar, or glue. Made 
in the USA, the system is available in four rollout panel sizes 
(1.5’ x 5’ and 1.5’ x 10’, 3’ x 5’, 3’ x 10’). The panels are UL listed 
and EMC certified for safety and can be installed over acoustic/
insulating underlayment as part of the overall floor assembly, 
for maximized benefits.     

MP Global Products also manufactures a fiber underlayment 
that incorporates radiant heat capability for use under tradi-
tional ceramic and porcelain tile flooring as well as under glued 
down wood and engineered wood floors. The underlayment, 
made from minimum 77% recycled materials, combines a gen-
erous array of acoustic and insulating properties with electric 
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wires in the insulated pad that can provide gentle supplemental heat to the room. The wires, installed during the manufacturing 
process, are optimally spaced for even distribution of the gentle heat. The underlayment would be a welcome addition to kitchens, 
bathrooms, and playrooms, especially in homes where children often play on or close to the floor. 

Talking points: advantages of radiant floor heating compared to forced air, hydronic (water), or electric baseboard systems

·	 Does not negatively impact the aesthetics of a room and does not interfere with placement of furniture, win-
dow treatments, or doorways

·	 Silent system, no whooshes of water or steam going through pipes, no  expansion creaks

·	 No drafts 

·	 Hypoallergenic -  no 
noisy fans blowing dust 
around

·	 Evenly distributed heat 
– no complaints about 
less heat at the far end 
of the pipe run or too 
much heat near an air 
duct register

·	 No ducts through which 
generated heat can be 
lost

·	 Because the generated 
warmth is at the level of 
objects which are typi-
cally close to occupant 
level, it is well suited as 
efficient heating in high 
ceiling spaces or lofts

·	 More energy efficient 
than forced air and 
baseboard hydronic 
radiator systems, keep-
ing homeowner energy 
costs down 

·	 No required mainte-
nance – no mechanical 
heaters to heat the wa-
ter, no pumps to move 
the water, no potential-
ly leaky pipes 

Duane Reimer is the Technical Director of 
Marketing of MP Global Products L.L.C., 
Norfolk, NE, an innovator and leader in 
the manufacture of Made-in-America fiber 
acoustic floor underlayments. For more 
information on Perfectly Warm Radiant 
Heat Film, please visit www.quietwalk.com 
or call 888-379-9695.
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GMC Trucks - 100 Years 
of Heavy-Duty Trucks

By Robertson Chase





Company PROFILE
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History of GMC Trucks

When it comes to trucks, GMC is known the world over for 
its production of a variety of trucks from service trucks and 
commercial vehicles to pickup trucks. It had its beginnings 
with a commercial hauling truck company created in 1902 
by Max Grabowsky called the Rapid Motor Vehicle Company.

Seven years later, General Motors bought out Grabowsky’s 
business because they wanted to form their own trucking 
company, which was called General Motors Truck Company. 
They added Reliance Motors to their inventory in 1911, and 
in 1912 GMC (General Motors Corporation) Trucks was born 

out of those two acquisitions.

GMC - The Early Years

GMC produced a mere 372 trucks out of the nationwide to-
tal of 22,000 trucks that first year, which pales in comparison 
to the millions of commercial vehicles they produce today. 
An interesting note though is that GMC was a forerunner in 
battery-powered electric model trucks and made nine differ-
ent models ranging from one-half to six tons capacity.

In an effort to bring up their popularity, GMC Trucks put on 
a publicity stunt in 1916 featuring one of their truck models. 



William Warwick drove a loaded GMC 1-1/2-ton truck from 
Seattle to New York and back, making it the very first truck 
to cross the entire USA in less than 32 days.

GMC During World War I

The venture may have worked, as that same year the Army 
went with ¾ ton GMC trucks as part of their fleet of vehicles. 
In fact, WWI brought major breakthroughs for their busi-
ness, as 90 percent of all its production was bought by the 
military from 1917 and 1919. GMC delivered 8,500 vehicles 
to the Army during those years.

GMC Trucks After World War I

The next few years brought more innovation in the GMC 
Truck production as pneumatic tires replaced solid rubber 
tires in 1920, and their K model trucks came out that year as 
well with a capacity between ¾ and five tons. The following 
year electric lights replaced what had been oil lamps as stan-
dard gear on all trucks as well and seven speed transmis-
sions became the standard for heavyweight trucks.

By 1923, GMC trucks had capacities ranging up to 10 tons if 
you counted the trailer. Rear wheel brakes were starting to 
be used on some models by 1925.The company expanded 
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by 1927 when they built a truck assembly plant in Pontiac, 
Michigan which was the biggest truck building plant in the 
world then at 26 acres of property.

That same year the company brought out their T model of 
trucks with a ½ ton panel express truck and a screen side 
express truck and “Cannon Ball” Baker drove a T model 40 
GMC tank truck full of water from the Atlantic Ocean all the 
way from New York to San Francisco in under six days, which 
set a speed record for heavy-duty trucks.

GMC continued its innovative strategies when it started 
providing tandem driving rear axles for their heavyweight 
service trucks in 1930 and the following year it was a GMC 
T-95 model truck that pulled a refrigerated GMC trailer full 
of fresh produce from Los Angeles to New York, setting 
another record.

Between 1931 and 1940 GMC Trucks were producing more 
than 20 models of truck trailer chassis, 15 new models of 
different weight trucks, and it had added several models of 
heavy weight trucks to its lines.

GMC During World War II

The next war also seemed to benefit GMC as their produc-
tion numbers continued to escalate with all of its trucks 

going to the war effort by 1942. GMC built 600,000 trucks 
during this time frame for the military. In fact, GMC trucks 
were presented the E Award for Excellence in 1944 because 
of its help in the war effort.

GMC After the War

The company was back to making trucks for the civilian 
market by then, but had some issues with a six-month long 
strike by its workers in 1946 that briefly slowed things down. 
Even so, by 1950 it proudly had 75 models of trucks going 
through its production lines.

In 1954 GMC Trucks offered power steering for the first time 
on some models and in 1956 tubeless tires were standard, 
and they were the first to put air suspension on front and 
rear axles on some of their heavy weight model trucks.

GMC Trucks continues to Grow

Between the 50s and the 60s GMC grew even larger and by 
1968 they were considered the third largest truck producer 
in the world. Once again they prospered in the war effort 
and produced more than 9,000 trucks for the military in 
1951. They were M-135 series that had the ability to ford 
deep water, thus being very useful for military operations.
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The company again showed how GMC was first in imple-
menting innovative features when in 1967 they produced 
trucks with energy absorbing steering columns, instrument 
panel pads and dual brake systems well before they were 
required by the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards.

GMC Trucks Between 1970 and 2012

GMC continued its truck production over the next several 
decades, weathering many difficulties changes in production 
lines, increasing production costs, competition from foreign 
companies, problems with the fuel shortages in the middle 
1970s and deregulation and recession issues in 1980s. The 
problems were so severe, that some trucking companies 
went out of business. The production plant in Pontiac was 
also torn down in late 1980s and the production was moved 
to Janesville, Wisconsin.

GMC’s high points include placing third in the production of 
trucks in the U.S., being chosen as the official truck of the 

1984 Olympics and in 1988 they stopped making heavy-
weight trucks, in 1990 electronic fuel injection became the 
norm, and by 1996 the name was shortened to just GMC, 
instead of GMC Trucks and they merged with Pontiac Motor 
Division to form Pontiac GMC Division of General Motors.

The following year all of its commercial vehicles production 
was moved to Flint, Michigan. Since then, GMC Trucks has 
continued to grow and produce award-winning trucks of all 
kinds with production and distribution all over the globe.

GMC Trucks will celebrate a milestone anniversary in 2012 - 
100 years of truck manufacturing.

If you are interested in buying a GMC vehicle and would 
like to see photos, listings of trucks for sale, and articles on 
various other manufacturers, this site has all that and a little 
bit more GMC Trucks for sale. For other vehicles, such as 
service, flatbeds, lube trucks and many others this site is a 
must see: Work Trucks.

Company PROFILE

http://hammertrucks.com/manufacturer/gmc/
http://hammertrucks.com/
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If you don’t have a maintenance solution in place, it can be 
challenging to manage the upkeep for your fleet’s vehicles 
and assets.  Luckily, there are solutions to make it a simple 
process - you can choose to go with maintenance focused 
software or a fleet tracking software with a maintenance 
module included. When deciding which option to go with, 
consider what will be most beneficial for your fleet overall. 
When choosing a GPS fleet tracking solution that includes a 
maintenance module, you can monitor maintenance along 
with having insight into all fleet activity from one interface. 

Simplify Maintenance

By automating maintenance with a GPS tracking solution, 
eliminate the pencil-pushing involved with traditional main-
tenance logging. Create a simple way for fleet managers to 
stay on top of maintenance that eliminates the unnecessary 
effort. By viewing service reports and receiving scheduled 
maintenance reminders, you will prevent vehicle downtime, 
service more customers, and stay on top of fleet utilization 
to extend the lifespan of vehicles and assets.  

Some GPS tracking providers offer a maintenance mod-

Increase Vehicle & Asset Lifespans 
with GPS Tracking Software 

Feature STORY
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ule that allows you to customize your platform to fit the 
needs of your fleet. Display maintenance reminders on the 
software’s dashboard interface or send reminders straight 
to your team. Maintenance reminders can be customized 
for any vehicle or preventative maintenance type, like an 
oil change or tire rotation, even send a reminder to renew 
registration tags or schedule an emissions test.  

Organize your maintenance expenses by accessing service 
logs to view the cost of maintenance for each vehicle in your 
fleet.  By monitoring the costs associated with services, un-
derstand what you need to budget for maintenance across 
the fleet. Knowing the cost involved with maintenance will 
help your team plan a maintenance schedule in the future. 

Keep your fleet up and running by tracking maintenance 
in the simplest way possible. Automating the process with 
reminders makes managing maintenance simple, helps your 
fleet stay at work longer and gives you the tools to prepare a 
maintenance budget. 

Keep Your Fleet in Top Condition 

The best way to keep your vehicles and assets in top condi-
tion is to cut down on run time and mileage. Reduce fleet 
wear and tear by eliminating unauthorized usage, improving 

dispatch and monitoring idle time. 

Prevent drivers from using company vehicles for personal 
errands or any unauthorized usage with automated alerts. 
Be notified if vehicles or assets are moving during off hours 
with proactive messages sent to you, drivers, and supervi-
sors by text message or email. 

Effectively dispatch and monitor route efficiency to reduce 
miles driven and increase vehicle and asset lifespans. When 
dispatching your fleet through a GPS fleet tracking solution, 
you have access to real-time locations to ensure you send 
the closest and best vehicle to each jobsite. With the ability 
to look at route efficiency, you can coach your drivers to take 
more optimal routes. This will allow you to serve more cus-
tomers per day, reduce mileage, and also reduce fuel costs if 
you find that drivers are taking longer routes than needed. 

Unnecessary idle time is widely regarded as one of the 
biggest problems for fleets.  Although this is a sizable issue 
facing fleet managers, it is easily combatted by setting 
automated alerts for vehicles that exceed an acceptable 
timeframe. You are probably not even aware how much fuel 
is wasted from unnecessary idling on a daily basis. Reduc-
ing idle time will cut fuel costs and keep your vehicles and 
assets in top condition. 

Feature STORY





28 New Construction Products •  May 2014

Feature STORY

Monitor Driver Behavior

By monitoring driver behavior, extend the lifespan of 
vehicles and assets, reduce fleet risk, and gain community 
support be ensuring public safety. Your fleet will need less 
maintenance if your drivers practice safe driving habits. With 
fleet tracking reports and alerts, reduce speeding, harsh 
breaking, and rapid acceleration. Monitoring these issues 
will ensure fleet and public safety by reducing the number 
of accidents you have on a yearly basis, which will also lower 
the costs of insurance premiums. 

GPS fleet tracking software that includes a maintenance 
module will extend the lifespan of your fleet, produce an ef-
ficient way to stay on top of fleet maintenance, and improve 
driver behavior. Industry leading GPS fleet tracking software 
simplifies fleet management, cuts costs, and improves over-
all fleet efficiency. 

About the Author: Jenny Malcolm is the Marketing Ad-
ministrator for GPS Insight. She graduated from Arizona 
State University with a Bachelor’s of Communication and is 
responsible for external marketing communication for all 
business segments that GPS Insight targets. 

Contact GPS Insight for more information at (480) 663-9463 
or sales@gpsinsight.com. 

mailto:sales@gpsinsight.com
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Tonneau Covers - The Perfect 
Pickup Truck Accessory



Tonneau Covers - The Perfect 
Pickup Truck Accessory



By John Loewen

Should it be that just because you 
use your pickup truck for work that 
it shouldn’t have the same good 
looks as a car?

A tonneau cover is probably one 
of the best accessories ever pro-
duced for a truck. They will help 
in keeping your goods from being 
stolen, protect your truck bed from 
the elements, and are aerodynam-
ically designed to increase your 
trucks fuel consumption. They are 
available in a variety of designs and 
finishes. There are hard tops, vi-
nyl’s, retractable covers and hinged 
covers- the choices are endless. 
So where do you start looking and 
how do you choose. Below you will 

find a selection of different types 
of cover, all of which can be found 
on the Internet. If you shop wisely 
there are some fantastic deals to be 
made. It doesn’t matter what type 
of truck you own there’s bound to 
be one that will suit your needs.

Toolbox covers are excellent wheth-
er you have one already in your 
truck or not they can be made to 
fit around an existing box or come 
with a toolbox built in. The built in 
models are normally of a smooth 
flat finish, they fit the truck bed 
very snuggly and have sleek lines 
that add to your trucks appearance. 
Another benefit is that they can 
also improve your trucks fuel con-
sumption. With a very deep 18 by 
11 inch box area the flush mounted 

design is very spacious. For added 
security the latch is hidden away 
under the cover. The excellent gas 
charged shocks and a constant 
hinge make it very easy to get to 
your tools with the least amount of 
effort and a slip proof mat to keep 
things in place.

32 New Construction Products •  May 2014

Feature STORY



These covers are made from ex-
ceptionally strong fabrics that are 
completely weather resistant. With 
the top opening and closing in just 
20 seconds access to the bed is a 
breeze. If need be, you can roll the 
cover back and store it behind the 
toolbox. The tonneau toolbox cover 

is sealed on every side and in-be-
tween the top and toolbox which 
means everything stays where it 
should and the wind and rain stays 
out.

The hard top tonneau covers are 
probably the best when it comes 
to keeping those who would like 
to take your goods without your 
permission and the elements out of 
your truck bed. They are normally 
made from a polymer or glass fiber 
finish and can be painted to match 
your trucks color. They work by a 
lock and key function that keeps 
them tight to the truck and also 
keeps the rain and dirt out.

Soft top covers are very useful for 
those that carry larger loads in 

their trucks because they are able 
to be rolled up and out of the way 
something you can’t do with a hard 
top. They will also give your goods 
protection from the elements 
whilst also giving you the plus of 
added gas mileage.

Whatever type of tonneau covers 
you would choose, they will all 
come with a manufacturers guar-
antee.

John Loewen, Founder of Icon 
Technologies Limited. Over the past 
28 years I’ve been involved in the 
Design, Manufacturing and Mar-
keting of thousands of products...
mostly for the Transportation and 
Recreational Vehicle industry. 
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