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Worley Joins Felling Trailers as Southeastern  
Regional Sales Manager

NCP INDUSTRY NEWS
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Felling Trailers Inc., a national leader in industrial and commercial 
trailers has hired Jason Worley as the new regional sales manager for 
the southeast, effective immediately. In this role, he will be responsible 
for all sales development, activity and dealer support within Tennes-
see, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, 
North Carolina, and Virginia. 

As the regional manager for the southeast, Worley’s primary respon-
sibilities will be to achieve region market share objectives with the 
existing dealer base and develop new dealers in the assigned territory 
providing training and product support. Jason will be taking over 
the southeast region once served by Nathan Uphus, who recently 
accepted the role of Sales Manager for Felling Trailers. “We feel Jason 
will play a key role in the continued growth of the Felling Trailers brand 
in the southeast region,” said Nathan Uphus, Felling Sales Manager. 
Worley brings several years experience in the underground HDD equip-
ment and environmental products industry where he held the role of a 
territory manager.  As a territory manager, he oversaw multiple county 
territories and managed his areas with a strong focus on equipment 
sales, product support, education to  
customers, and their work crews.

Worley is glad to be part of the Felling Trailers’ team. “I have worked 
with Felling in different capacities over the years, and have come to 
know their trailers as one of the best in the industry. I am excited to 
work with the people at Felling and the Felling product lines,” said 
Jason. “Jason has a lot of industry/product knowledge, and I believe he 
will be an asset to our Team as we continue to grow our market share 
in the southeast and the underground utility markets,” said Patrick 
Jennissen, Vice President of Sales and Marketing at Felling Trailers. 

www.felling.com    •

http://www.krenzvent.com
http://www.felling.com
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To ensure the visibility and safety of everyone on the road, the 
Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) mandates that vehicles 
such as construction, utility, tow and snowplow trucks are 
equipped with hazard and warning lights.  Whether roof-mount-
ed beacons or directional surface mounted to the vehicle’s body 
or grill, these flashing strobe lights to capture the attention of 
motorists and pedestrians and warn of a potentially hazardous 
activity or situation. 

Available in several colors – amber, white and blue – and a 
variety of pulsating strobe effects, these lights come in several 
SAE classes and mounting styles depending on how quickly the 
vehicle will be moving. 

Now, however, as the lighting world continues to transition to 
LEDs, these hazard and warning lights are now available in low 
electrical consumption, long life models that far exceed tradi-
tional halogen or gas-discharge options.  

Making this move even more attractive for fleet managers are 
the plummeting prices of LED technology, which have decreased 
to the point that many vehicles that require Class 2 lights are 
instead being outfitted with brighter, Class 1 options given the 
minimal price differential.

“Today, the entire hazard and warning light industry is undergo-
ing a significant sea change – namely, the industry’s shift to LED 
technology,” says Chris Cammack of Grote Industries, a US-based 
manufacturer of vehicle lighting and safety systems for that has 
offered warning strobe lights for over 20 years, including an 
array of LED models.

“The reason for this migration comes down to three factors: 
energy efficiency, longer service life, and brightness,” adds 
Cammack.  “LEDs consume less power than any other lighting 
technology on the market and are powered by low voltage, al-
lowing for minimal draw of electrical current from the vehicle’s 
battery.”

By contrast, halogen lights draw an excessive amount of current, 
which can eventually lead to draining the vehicle’s battery.  In 
addition, they are known for poor energy efficiency, with halo-

gen lights losing as much as 95% of their energy to heat.

Gas-discharge strobe lights are equally inefficient.  However, 
unlike halogen lights it is not due to excessive current draw, 
but instead the intense and concentrated heat generated by the 
strobe, which can significantly shorten the service life of the 
flash tube.

LEDs, on the other hand, consume only 25 – 35 percent of the 
power of gas-discharge strobe and halogen lights.  As a result, 
LED strobe lights have a service life that is 10 times longer, often 
lasting 70,000 hours or more.

With most of the world transitioning to LEDs, the quality has 
also continued to improve as well.  In the early days of LEDs, 
they were not bright enough to meet SAE requirements for 
luminous intensity of hazard and warning lights, measured in 
candelas.  However, technology has advanced and LEDs are now 
as bright – if not brighter – than the average strobe or halogen 
light.

“LEDs today are much brighter,” says Cammack.  “Today, they are 
more than bright enough to meet the SAE standard for candela 
over 100 feet.” 

Another barrier to early adoption was the initial price point, an-
other aspect that has dramatically changed in the past decade, 
says Cammack.

“The cost to upgrade to LED strobe lights was prohibitive, at 
least initially,” explains Cammack.  “Fortunately, the prices have 
come down significantly in the past 10 years, and now they are 
about the same.”

In fact, Cammack believes LED models will soon become less 
expensive as fewer manufacturers make models with outdated 
technology.  Companies like Grote have phased out other tech-
nologies in favor of LED only. 

“Fewer companies are manufacturing gas-discharged strobe 
warning lights, so the price of those units is actually going up,” 
says Cammack.  “In a couple of years, it will actually cost more 

LED technology reduces power consumption while increasing the brightness of hazard and warning 
lights used in construction vehicles, utility vehicles, snowplows, and tow trucks 

Upgrading LED Hazard/Warning 
Strobe Lights:
The Future is Now
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for a gas-discharge or halogen strobe.”

For manufacturers such as Grote, the options are virtually un-
limited.  The company offers Class 1-3 permanent, vacuum and 
magnetically mounted beacon lights in both regular and high 
profiles and a myriad of strobe patterns.  Most of the company’s 
LED offerings only draw 0.4 – 0.35 amps at 12 VDC.

The company also offers LED directional surface-mount strobes 
in 3, 6 and 12 diode options that feature 12 different selectable 
flash patterns in either of two phases, including “steady-on.”  
These too, require only about 0.1 amps per diode.

20, 30 and 40-inch LED “traffic directors” with 34 warning flash 
patterns and 5 phase options are also available, which are ideal 
for mounting on front push bumpers, pickup trucks, headache 
rack and running board lights.

Cammack adds that it is important when upgrading to LED strobe 
lights to be cautious when purchasing inexpensive, imported 
products.  Although they may be cheaper initially, some overseas 
suppliers utilize lower quality LED components.  Moreover, it can 
become an issue of warranty claims arise.

For more information, contact Grote at 2600 Lanier Drive, Mad-
ison, Indiana 47250; phone: +1 (800) 628-0809; e-mail: info@
grote.com.

www.grote.com/warning-hazard/    •

http://www.bucrope.com
mailto:info@grote.com
mailto:info@grote.com
http://www.grote.com/warning-hazard/
http://www.slipindustries.com
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OGTC is conducting successful trials using EonCoat on Total and Nexen platforms

In a collaborative effort, designed to improve vital protection of offshore assets, the Oil & Gas Technology Centre 
(OGTC) in Aberdeen, UK is successfully conducting trials of an advanced anti-corrosion coating on two North Sea 
offshore platforms.

The mission of the OGTC, which is jointly funded by the UK, Scottish, and Aberdeen governments, is to establish a 
culture of innovation that will consolidate Aberdeen’s and North-East Scotland’s position as a global hub for oil and 
gas technology and innovation.

The challenge, however, is that the UK’s North Sea is one of the most brutal climates in the world.  Often ice cold and 
windswept, the rigs in the North Sea face a constant corrosive onslaught of waves and salt spray.  

Traditional coatings simply cannot withstand the environment.  The cost of maintenance on a rig can be up to 100 
times as expensive as land based maintenance because crews and supplies often have to be helicoptered out to the 
site, so when coatings fail it costs the asset owner enormous amounts of money.

After extensive research, OGTC identified a spray applied inorganic coating called EonCoat, from the Raleigh, North 
Carolina-based company of the same name, as a method of delivering long term protection for the offshore assets.  
The anti-corrosive coating represents a new category of tough, Chemically Bonded Phosphate Ceramics (CBPCs) that 
can stop corrosion, ease application, and reduce offshore platform production downtime even in humid, storm or 
monsoon susceptible conditions.

Advanced Anti-Corrosion Coating Utilized on 
Two North Sea Offshore Platforms
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OGTC worked with EonCoat’s UK 
distributor and applicator, SPi 
Performance Coatings, to implement 
two trial programs.  With OGTC’s 
vision and sponsorship, SPi applied 
EonCoat to a Total E&P platform and 
a Nexen platform, each of which is 
located on the UK continental shelf in 
the North Sea. 

Total is a global integrated energy 
producer and provider, and a leading 
international oil and gas company, 
with operations in more than 130 
countries.

Nexen, a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of CNOOC Limited, is an upstream 
oil and gas company responsibly 
developing energy resources in the 

UK North Sea, offshore West Africa, 
the United States and Western 
Canada. 

Total E&P Trial
SPi applicators, along with EonCoat 
material and equipment, were 
helicoptered to Total’s Elgin ‘A’ 
Wellhead platform on December 17, 
2017.  The coating was applied to 
areas of the platform’s lower deck 
that were suffering from severe 
corrosion, and a topcoat was added 
for aesthetics.  

Surface preparation for the trial was 
carried out by Muehlhan, a global 
provider of surface protection and 
industrial services with operations in 
shipping, oil and gas, renewables, and 
industry/infrastructure segments.

In the trial area, the existing coating 
system was completely removed 
from structural steel tubulars and 
flat plate.  The structure was power 
washed and degreased to remove 
contaminants.  All tubulars were 
blasted to SA2.5, and flat plate 
mechanically prepped to ST3.  

While rust rashing was visible on 
areas prior to spray application 
of the anti-corrosion coating, this 
was deemed acceptable due to its 
unique properties.  It can be applied 
to a damp substrate with rust 
rashing/flash rusting, and high salt 
levels do not degrade the coating, 
which reduces surface preparation 
requirements.  

The coating can cure in a single 
coat 15 minutes after application, 
depending on climatic conditions, 
which expedites completion, 
compared to traditional coatings, 

http://www.stoltzfusspreaders.com
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which require extensive drying time 
between coats.

In contrast to traditional coatings, 
which only form a physical barrier 
to corrosion until breached, 
EonCoat chemically bonds with 
bare substrate surfaces, providing 
an iron magnesium phosphate layer 
that prevents steel corrosion.  This 
process provides a very thin layer 

(about 2 microns) of permanent 
protection.  

A second layer – a tough ceramic 
outer shell – provides further 
protection, and also acts as a 
reservoir to re-phosphate the steel 
if needed.  This ensures the alloy 
layer remains intact, and allows it to 
“self heal” if it is ever breached by 
mechanical damage.

During this ongoing trial, testing has 
been done via cross cuts of about 
6-8 inches in length down to the 
substrate to provide evidence of 
EonCoat’s self-healing properties.

Nexen Trial
After the early success of the 
Total E&P trial, a second offshore 
trial is now being conducted.  SPi 
applicators, as well as EonCoat 

material and equipment, were 
helicoptered to Nexen’s ‘Buzzard’ 
platform on June 18, 2018.  

After Stork, a Fluor company 
and global provider of integrated 
operations, maintenance, 
modification and asset integrity 
solutions, assisted with fabric 
maintenance and surface 
preparation, SPi applied the anti-
corrosion coating to platform areas 
suffering from severe corrosion.  

While results from this second trial 
are still under consideration, they 
look extremely promising.  

“As oil and gas E&P companies look 
to combat offshore asset corrosion, 
extend safe production and reduce 
the need for costly maintenance 
and downtime, we look forward 
to working with OGTC, Total, 
Nexen, Muehlhan, Stork and other 
platform owner/operators in the 
North Sea,” concludes Merrick 
Alpert, President of EonCoat.

For more information, call 754-
222-4919; visit www.eoncoat.com; 
or write to EonCoat, LLC at 551 
Pylon Drive, Unit D, Raleigh, NC 
27606.

www.eoncoat.com    •
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NCP NEW PRODUCT NEWS

Cementex Belt Pouch Tool Combinations

Cementex, the safety tool specialists, announces the availability of Cementex 
Belt Pouch Tool Combinations, featuring all tools designed for safe use in Arc 
Flash environments. With 13 different combinations to choose from, there is 
an ideal Cementex Belt Pouch Combo for any technician.

All tools in the Cementex Belt Pouch Combos feature innovative Cementex 
double insulation technology. The double insulated tools feature a yellow 
warning layer underneath the outer orange layer; if the outside insulation is 
damaged, posing a safety risk, the yellow layer begins to show, and technicians 
can know that they must replace the tools.

The 13 different configurations of belt pouch and tool kits feature a wide range 
of tools, including Linesman’s universal crimping, needle nose, and diagonal 
cutting pliers, various sizes of Phillips, Robertson, and Cabinet screwdrivers, 
nut drivers, and various task-specialized tools. In addition, customized configu-
rations are also available.

Cementex double insulated tools are tested to 10,000 VAC and rated for 1,000 
VAC when working on or around live parts. The pliers comply with ASTM F1505 
and IEC 60900 standards, and help meet the requirements of OSHA 1910.331-
335, MFPA 70E, and CSA-Z462.

www.cementexusa.com/catalog/tool-kits-rolls-pouches/    •
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